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This chapter has several events that
. follow the same order in all gospels...
& > Sending out the disciples
Feeding 5,000 _.
Peter’s declaration about Jesus =
The Transfiguration of Jesus
Jesus’ predictions of his death =
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1 evelation, Sufering, & Challenge

» After all the recent miracles...
» Revelation about Jesus!







>

> The coming suffering of Jesus







A. Revelation—Luke 9

18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and
his disciples were with him, he asked them,
“Who do the crowds say | am?”

19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist;
others say Elijah; and still others, that one of
the prophets of long ago has come back to life. |
20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you
say | am?”

Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.” (Luke 9:18-20)



Matthew 16:13-20 ...more detail

13\WWhen Jesus came to the region of
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?”

14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist;
others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.”

15“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do
you say | am?”



16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son
of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by
flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.
18 And | tell you that you are Peter, and on
this rock | will build my church, and the gates
of Hades will not overcome it. ¥ | will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven...



...whatever you bind on earth will be bound

In heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered
his disciples not to tell anyone that he was

the Messiah.







Note that Jesus is
saying “you” -
(singular) to Peter
in these amazing
statements

But a major
surprise is about
to happen!




Matthew 16:21-28

21 From that time on Jesus began to explain
to his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the
hands of the elders, the chief priests and
the teachers of the law, and that he must be
killed and on the third day be raised to life.
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never
happen to you!”



23 Jesus turned and said to Peter,
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; you do
not have in mind the concerns of
God, but merely human
concerns.”

24Then Jesus said to his disciples,
“Whoever wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves and take
up their cross and follow me.




2> For whoever wants to save their life will
lose it, but whoever loses their life for me
will find it. 2° What good will it be for
someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit
their soul? Or what can anyone give in
exchange for their soul? 27 For the Son of
Man is going to come in his Father’s glory
with his angels, and then he will reward each
person according to what they have done.
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1. Peter’s revelation of
Jesus is enabled by God

2. It implies privilege

3. But it does not prevent [
Peter from misspeaking giis
in the next instant!

4. When God works
through us it is special
(it is not us who is God)
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» History shows us that people acting like
gods has led to error over and over!

» People doing God’s will in accordance
with his word has led to good

- Is it possible to keep this in balance?
The next event shows how...

. God will let Peter, James & John see his

bon...
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28 “Truly | tell
you, some who
are standing
here will not
taste death
before they see S
the Son of Man
coming in his &j
kingdom.”

The Transfiguration



Luke 9:28-36

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he
took Peter, John and James with him and
went up onto a mountain to pray. 2° As he
was praying, the appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes became as bright
as a flash of lightning. 39 Two men, Moses
and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor,
talking with Jesus.



31 They spoke about his departure, which he
was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.
32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy,
but when they became fully awake, they saw
his glory and the two men standing with him.
33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to
him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let
us put up three shelters—one for you, one for
Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know
what he was saying).



34 While he was speaking, a cloud
appeared and covered them, and they
were afraid as they entered the cloud.
35 A voice came from the cloud, saying,
“This is my Son, whom | have chosen;
listen to him.” 3* When the voice had
spoken, they found that Jesus was
alone. The disciples kept this to
themselves and did not tell anyone at
that time what they had seen.




B. Suffering

% The Transfiguration reveals the real
Jesus to all of us!

+» Moses is the key OT leader, Elijah is the
key prophet. Both affirm the mission of
Jesus and its fulfillment in Jerusalem



+» Both Matthew (& Mark) include an
additional detail...Matthew 17:

9 As they were coming down the mountain,
Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what
you have seen, until the Son of Man has been

raised from the dead.”

10The disciples asked him, “Why then do the
teachers of the law say that Elijah must come

first?”



T Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and
will restore all things.

2 But | tell you, Elijah has already
4% ~ come, and they did not recognize
W@y him, but have done to him
o 5 everything they wished. In the same
M %4} way the Son of Man is going to suffer
/S MGas" at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples
‘. 4 Lew ¢ understood that he was talking to
% them about John the Baptist.




% The three human companions do
not understand—Peter’s
suggestion is human thinking

once again

+» God gives them (and us) key
guidance: “This is my Son, whom
| have chosen; listen to him.”

«» The road ahead for Jesus is
sacrifice...




. JOURNEY
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g% . God met Moses on

the mountain and
spoke from the
burning bush

+» God met Elijah at

Mt. Sinai and
spoke to him

+ God meets Jesus

here—and points
to the cross...






Glory, Suffering, & Challenge

> This chapter contains
spectacular miracles!

> There are moments of glory—
for Peter, and for Jesus

> But... the focus is on a path of
suffering Jesus will take

| > Jesus challenges us to follow
| him




> We are challenged
to think of our life
beyond this world

> The religious elite
will reject Jesus

> Jesus will return
with his holy

angels...will we be
ready?




~ 23 Then he said to them all:
“Whoever wants to be my
§ disciple must deny
| themselves and take up their
W cross daily and follow me.

' 24 For whoever wants to save
| their life will lose it, but
. = whoever loses their life for
8 me will save it.
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2> What good is it for someone

to gain the whole world, and yet

lose or forfeit their very self?

26 Whoever is ashamed of me

and my words, the Son of Man
will be ashamed of them when

" he comes in his glory and in the

glory of the Father and of the

holy angels.
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Question...Is it possible to follow?

» Crowds always curious
> Those desperately in need...

» Close disciples engaged and obedient
» What about us?
> ...a key seems to be willingness to start...




Conclusions...

1. If Jesus had not gone
to the Cross, we

puld still be lost

es not say




3. We should see Peter’s
privilege as one we can
share—God will work
through us and reveal

%| truth to us

™| 2. Not everyone will respond
favourably to Jesus (we’ll
- e see this again next week)
£ %15 We are individuals...




down the
mountain!
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